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Brian Vanden Brink is one of America's most sought-after architectural photographers. He is also

drawn to the mystery and unexpected beauty found in abandoned architecture. Here Vanden Brink

captures and illuminates in stunning black and white images abandoned structures such as mills,

bridges, grain elevators, churches, and storefronts-structures that once were important and useful.

With text by historic preservation expert Howard Mansfield, this collection of photos grants

permanence to places that may soon vanish forever.
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Brian Vanden Brink's photographs of a decaying America provoke both melancholy and wonder.

This is a thoughtful book that is worth keeping at hand for those times when one feels a need for

introspection. Each of us likes to think that we are unique with eternal visions of our lives, but in fact

our place in this world is only temporary - doomed to a certain deadly end. But men and women

tend to leave monuments behind, and Vanden Brink has captured those relics with his camera --

before the relics, too, turn to dust. Vanden Brink is a professional architectural photographer whose

career has focused on contemporary architectural design. As he traveled around the country on

assignment for such magazines as Architectural Digest, the New York Times Magazine and Down

East Magazine in Maine, however, Vanden Brink's artistic eye fell on old wrecks of homes,

churches, stores, factories and bridges that were all but falling down. Fortunately, he took the time

to photograph his discoveries. Vanden Brink is following a grand tradition in modern photography.



The pioneer in this genre, of course, was Eugene Atget who focused on ancien France with his 19th

century photographs of ghostly structures. Andre Kertesz was also a well know chronicler of fading

architecture, as was Maine native Berenice Abbott. More recently, William Christenberry captured

the essence of the old south with his penetrating photographs of crumbling buildings overgrown by

vines and trees.
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